(o) G SINGAPO
NATIONAL GALLERY SINGAPORE 95 0CT 2024-

23 MAR 2025

DLLUI"IIINU R EEE

LIM TZE PENG

il &

nationalgallery.sg/BecomingLimTzePeng  LET Aft SURPRISE YOU

—_—

LEVEL 4 GALLERY



National Gallery Singapore presents Becoming Lim Tz Peng,
a captivating journey through the works of the visionary
centenarian artist, as part of the Gallery's SG Artist series.

Featuring Lim's works from Singapore’s public
art collections, the exhibition showcases the
prolific master’s lifelong passion for painting,
with works dating from 1946 to 2023.

Immerse yourself in the nostalgic scenes of
early Singapore in Lim’s well-loved paintings,
including landmarks like the Singapore River,
Kampong Glam and Chinatown.

Lim also depicted magnificent landscapes from
his art expeditions in Southeast Asia and beyond.
He is also well-known for inventing his own
distinct style of calligraphy, “hutuzi.”

Explore the multifaceted journey of Lim Tze Peng
in this solo exhibition.

For more information on the exhibition, visit
nationalgallery.sg/BecomingLimTzePeng
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Lim Tze Peng (1921-2025) was Singapore's oldest artist at 103 years old.

Lim occupied a unique position in Singapore's art history due fo his persistent
innovation in ink painting and calligraphy, and his ability to infuse contemporary
relevance into ancient practices. In 2003, he received the Cultural Medallion,
Singapore’s highest arts accolade.
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SECTION 1
From Dapo to Kidopo
MRIESME

[Not titled] (Blue Mosque). c. Late 1970s. Ink and colour on paper, 68 x 68 cm.
Gift of Mr and Mrs Koh Seow Chuan. Collection of National Gallery Singapore.
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Singapore River (Coleman Bridge). 1979. Ink and colour on paper,
68 x 139 cm. Istana Art Collection.

(HNEGE (SFERIIND ), 19794, KBIGEM,
68 x 139 [EXK, BHMNZAUER R

Loosely translated, Dapd and Xidopd mean

“Big Quay” and “Little Quay” respectively. They

are colloquial terms used by the older Chinese-
speaking communities to refer to the areas around
both sides of the Singapore River, stretching from
present-day Outram Park to Kampong Glam. This
section features vibrant depictions of old Singapore.
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SECTION 2

The World Outside
HRESK

Explore Lim's creative trajectories in tandem with his
art group activities and travels through Southeast Asia
and Europe from the 1960s to the 2000s. These trips
provided him with opportunities to explore new painting
styles and to develop his artistic practice.
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Sumatra. 1970. Oil on canvas, 76 x 102 cm.
Gift of Mandarin Art Galleries Pte Ltd. Collection of National Gallery Singapore.
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Lake Toba. 1970. Oil on canvas, 60 x 75 cm.
Gift of the artist and family. Collection of National Gallery Singapore.
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SECTION 3
On My Own Grounds
BiEXit

Untitled (Forest Path). 1985. Ink on paper, 52 x 80 cm.
Gift of Mr and Mrs Koh Seow Chuan. Collection of National Gallery Singapore

(TR GRMERR)), 1985 %F, KBEA, 52 x 80 EX,
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The third section explores Lim’s drive to achieve
freedom in his artistic expression. As Lim learnt
more about different types of art, he also began
experimenting with various techniques. This led
to him establishing his own artistic language and
distinct calligraphic style, “hutuzi.”
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Untitled (Calligraphy No. 7). 2008. Ink on paper, 152 x 86 cm.
Collection of Singapore Art Museum.
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PROGRAMMES 20

In conjunction with the exhibition, there will be a series of public
talks and workshops where you can learn more about Lim Tze Peng's
practice. For more information about the programmes, please visit
nationalgallery.sg/BecomingLimTzePeng

Lim Tze Peng Walking Tour
Nov 2024 to Mar 2025 | 10-11.30am | S$10, registration online required

Inspired by Lim Tze Peng's deep interest in the Singapore River,
join us on a series of walking tours as we discover the history of
Singapore through the eyes of an artist.

Becoming Lim Tze Peng Education Station
Oct 2024 to Mar 2025 | Daily | 10am-7pm

Unleash your imagination at the Education Station at the City Hall
Foyer on Level 4. Draw inspiration from the art cart showcasing
one of Lim Tze Peng’s favorite street scenes and sketch your own!

Drop-in Activity at Keppel Centre for Art Education
Jan 2025 | Daily | 10am—7pm | Keppel Centre for Art Education

Inspired by Lim Tze Peng’s calligraphic artworks, bring the family to
Keppel Centre for Art Education Expression Workshop and create
your own calligraphic pieces, just in time for the Lunar New Year!
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Docent-led Tours

English | Thu-Sun | 11am

Mandarin | Sat-Sun | 2pm

Register for free at our Tours & Programmes counter,
located at City Hall Wing, Level 1

Curator-led Tours

Sun 27 Oct 2024, Sat 8 Feb 2025 |
English 2pm | Mandarin 11am |

City Hall Wing, Level 4 Gallery entrance |
Free, online registration required
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EXHIBITON CATALOGUE R5S/ER

Becoming Lim Tze Peng

Edited by Jennifer K. Y. Lam

270 x 210 mm | Paperback | 208 pages |
S$55 (inclusive of GST) | English and Chinese
Available for purchase at our museum store,
located at City Hall Wing, Level 1

BECOMING
LIMTZEPENG
This bilingual publication brings together new
writings by leading experts on the artist, excerpts
from unpublished artist interviews and a selection of
archival materials—many published for the first time.
Together, they chart the terrains of Lim's long artistic journey
while providing rare sources for future research on the artist.
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Purchase your tickets at web.nationalgallery.sg
i& LM% web.nationalgallery.sg 9=

Unlock the world of art as a Gallery Insider.
Enjoy free exhibition access, dining and shopping
discounts and more. Sign up now!
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As a registered Charity and an Institute of Public
Character, National Gallery Singapore relies on your
support to build collections, engage in research,
develop programmes and bring art to everyone. SR T SUFACRI
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The Gallery is committed to creating an inclusive
experience that can be enjoyed by visitors with
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Copyright in the content in this brochure may also reside in persons and entities other than, and in addition to, the Gallery.
The Gallery seeks to share our artworks with as many people as we can. We are fully committed to respecting the intellectual
property rights of others and always use our best efforts to obtain permission for artwork images used. Please contact us should
you have any queries about this. Unless otherwise mentioned, all artwork images have been provided through the courtesy
of National Heritage Board, Singapore. This brochure is published by National Gallery Singapore. All rights reserved. Materials
in this publication may not be reproduced in part or in whole without written consent of the Gallery. Every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of information within this brochure. However, changes are sometimes unavoidable and the Gallery reserves the
right to make modifications to the programmes and ticketing policy without prior notice. Please visit www.nationalgallery.sg for the
most updated information. The views and opinions expressed by speakers, facilitators and docents at the workshops and tours
do not necessarily represent the position of the Gallery. Published in February 2025. All information is correct at time of print.
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