
Family Artful
Conversations: 

Take some time to look closely at
the artwork. Prompt them to talk
about their observations.  

Ask follow up questions about their
observations, such as “What makes
you think this way?”

Look out for some visual elements
found in the artwork. Discuss the
different shapes, colours and
patterns they see.

Art and Places
For children ages 4 to 9 years old

Why?

How?

Here are three tips
for engaging in an
artful conversation
with your children.



Artwork #1

Teo Eng Seng
The Net: Most Definitely the Singapore River
1986
Paperdyesculp and net, 350 x 350 cm
Gift of the artist
Collection of National Gallery Singapore

DBS Singapore Gallery 2 (on display until October 2020)

Let’s explore!
Looking at art
through questions:

Look closely at the artwork. What does it

remind you of?

What do you think this artwork is about?

How do you think the artist created this

artwork?

What do you think the objects on the net are

made of?

If you could touch these objects, what do you

think they would feel like? Why do you say

so?

Imagine you were the artist. What materials

could you use to make the objects on the net?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



About the artwork While the objects hanging from the fishing net
are colourful and vary in size and shape, they
are unidentifiable. Instead, they give the
impression of being random pieces of rubbish
that might have been found in the Singapore
River many years ago. Did you know that
people often threw things into the river back
then? Over time, the river became polluted and
smelly. It took ten years for the Singapore River
to be cleaned.

About the artist The objects attached to the fishing net are
made from paperdyesculp, a term the artist Teo
Eng Seng invented to describe his preferred
technique of using dyed paper pulp as an
artistic medium.

Artwork #1
DBS Singapore Gallery 2 (on display until October 2020)

Teo Eng Seng
The Net: Most Definitely the Singapore River
1986
Paperdyesculp and net, 350 x 350 cm
Gift of the artist
Collection of National Gallery Singapore



What does this artwork remind you of?

What do you think this artwork is about?

How do you think the artist created this

artwork?

What do you think the thin, long rods are

made of?

If you could touch the rods, what do you

think they feel like? What makes you say

so?

Imagine you were the artist. What other

materials do you think you could use to

make such thin, long rods?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Artwork #2

Tan Teng-Kee
Space Sculpture No. 1
1976
Metal, 107 x 228 x 123 cm
Gift of the artist
Collection of National Gallery Singapore

DBS Singapore Gallery 2

Let’s explore!
Looking at art
through questions:



Artwork #2

About the artwork Space Sculpture No. 1 shows Tan Teng-Kee’s
interest in lines and space. The thin metal rods
are arranged in different directions. The rods
look as if they had been falling freely but froze
when time came to a stand-still.

About the artist Tan Teng-Kee is known for using scrap
industrial materials in his sculptures. He turned
the rubbish from factories or shipyards into
interesting artworks. His use of such found
materials reflects the rapid urbanisation of
Singapore in the 1970s.

DBS Singapore Gallery 2

Tan Teng-Kee
Space Sculpture No. 1
1976
Metal, 107 x 228 x 123 cm
Gift of the artist
Collection of National Gallery Singapore



Artists have always been inspired by the places they
visit or dream about. The next time you visit an
interesting place, fire up your imagination to dream up
stories of different colours, shapes or people you see!

Something to

remember!

Copyright in the content of this resource pack may also reside in persons and entities other than, and in addition to, the
Gallery. The Gallery seeks to share our artworks with as many people as we can. We are fully committed to respecting
the intellectual property rights of others and always use our best efforts to obtain permission for artwork images used.
Please contact us should you have any queries about this. Unless otherwise mentioned, all artworks are in the
collection of National Gallery Singapore and images have been provided through the courtesy of the National Heritage
Board. This Information Pack is published by National Gallery Singapore. All rights reserved. Materials in this Information
Pack may not be reproduced in part or in whole without written consent of the Gallery. Every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of information within this Information Pack. However, changes are sometimes unavoidable and
the Gallery reserves the right to make modifications to the programmes without prior notice. Please check
www.nationalgallery.sg to confirm details closer to each event. The views and all opinions expressed by speakers,
facilitators and docents at the workshops and tours do not necessarily represent the position of the Gallery. Published
in May 2020. All information is correct at time of print.


